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ACCREDITING COUNCIL FOR INDEPENDENT COLLEGES AND SCHOOLS 

April 16, 2019 ID CODE 00257970(MC) 

 

VIA EMAIL AND CERTIFIED MAIL          lbarnes@schnursing.com 

 

Dr. Lori Barnes 

President 

Suncoast College of Health 

6513 14th Street West, #103 

Bradenton, FL 34207  

 

Subject: Show-Cause Directive – Institutional Eligibility 

 

Dear Dr. Barnes: 

  

At its April 2019 meeting, the Council considered the institution’s response to the request for 

information concerning the institution’s lack of current enrollment. As outlined in its March 20, 

2019, letter, ACICS’ review of the 2019 Quarter 1 (Q1) report for the institution indicated that 

the beginning population on July 1, 2018, was zero (0) and the ending population on September 

30, 2018, was also zero. That is, the institution had not had any active enrollment at least starting 

July 1, 2018, and through October 31, 2018. A further review of the institution’s 2018 Campus 

Accountability Report (CAR) showed that there were 99 Professional Nurse and 10 RN to BSN 

students enrolled who completed their programs in April 2018 and June 2018, respectively. 

 

In its response, the institution shared that in early Fall 2018 it was in early talks of selling, which 

ultimately fell through. During that time, the institution had no active enrollment. However, the 

institution failed to notify ACICS of ceased enrollment, citing lack of awareness of the 

requirement for continuous enrollment. Additionally, the institution indicated its plan to have a 

minimum of ten students enrolled in the RN to BSN program with a start date of May 6, 2019, 

and continued enrollment throughout the year. A detailed action plan and an annual budget for 

the upcoming five years were provided to support the upcoming student enrollment. 

 

Given that ongoing academic activity is a fundamental expectation of the accreditation of an 

institution, the Council questions the eligibility of the institution for continued accreditation 

pursuant to Section 1-2-100(d) of the Accreditation Criteria. Academic activity is defined by the 

programs approved by ACICS and included within the institution’s accredited status. 

 

Council Action 

 

Therefore, the institution is directed to show cause in writing why its accreditation should not be 

withdrawn, subject to the Council’s subsequent review. The institution is required to review and 

follow the Council hearing procedures as detailed in Section 2-3-500 of the Accreditation 

Criteria and the “Schedule of Fees” listing on the ACICS website. The institution must provide 
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the appropriate in-writing show-cause review fee, as outlined in the Hearing/Review fees section 

of the "Schedule of Fees" listing on the ACICS website, and notification of its intent to respond 

within ten (10) business days of receipt of this notice, by April 30, 2019. Failure to do so will 

be considered a deviation from the directives of ACICS and result in a withdrawal by suspension 

action in accordance with Section 2-3-402 of the Accreditation Criteria. 

 

In response to the show-cause directive, the institution must submit the following information via 

the online show-cause application: 

  

1. Evidence that the institution now enrolls sufficient students in one or more of the 

programs approved by ACICS, and which are considered academic in nature. This 

documentation must be submitted no later than June 28, 2019. 

 

2. The link to the institution's webpage where the show-cause directive has been posted, as 

well as copies of the notice to current and prospective students of the show-cause status. 

This evidence must also be provided within ten (10) business days of this notice. 

 

Institutional Teach-Out Plan 

 

While Section 2-3-230 of the Accreditation Criteria requires the submission of a teach-out plan 

when an institution has been directed to show cause, the Council notes that given that the 

institution does not currently have enrollment, there is no need for a plan. 

 

The Council is obligated to take adverse action against any institution that fails to come into 

compliance within established time frames without good cause, pursuant to Title II, Chapter 3, 

Introduction of the Accreditation Criteria. 

 

If you have any questions about this action, please contact Ms. Perliter Walters-Gilliam at 

pwgilliam@acics.org. 

 

Sincerely, 

 
 

Michelle Edwards 

President and CEO 

 

c: Ms. Cathy Sheffield, Accreditation and State Liaison, U.S. Department of Education  

 Mr. Samuel Ferguson, Commission for Independent Education, Florida Department of 

Education (joey.smith@fldoe.org) 

 


